Naloxone
INTRANASAL and INJECTABLE

Both Effective for Reversing Opioid Overdose

Both intranasal and injectable routes of naloxone administration are effective at reversing opioid
overdose. Although lower doses of naloxone are needed when given intramuscularly in comparison
with intranasally, the intranasal route is a safe and often more convenient way to treat opioid overdose
when sufficient doses of naloxone are administered.

Intranasal Naloxone Injectable Naloxone
Benefits: Benefits:
- Non-Invasive - Rapid onset
- Avoids needlestick related injuries - Minimized need for
- Does not require assembly secondary dose
- Requires less training - Cost effective

Considerations:
*FDA has approved a higher dose of 8mg of naloxone for nasal sprays. The FDA had previously
approved 2 mg and 4 mg naloxone nasal spray products.

Overall:

Intranasal naloxone should not be discounted in comparison with injectable naloxone as an effective

tool to reverse opioid overdose. No matter what route is used, it’s important to receive training on how
and when to use naloxone as well as understand that both methods are effective in reversing an overdose,
although at an optimal dosage, the intranasal route could be a safer and more convenient option,
especially for naloxone distribution programs.
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